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We have a number of extremely generous sponsors who assist us financially in 
keeping costs to our bowlers to a minimum, please support them when possible. 
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GOULBURN MURRAY BOWLS REGION 
OFFICE BEARERS 2024-25 

Affiliated: Bowls Victoria 
Comprising: Goulburn Valley Playing Area 

   Murray Playing Area 

Office Bearers 
President: Grace Kenworthy 
Secretary: Stephen McGregor 
Treasurer: Jenny Sutcliffe 

 Board:  

    
   Joe Luci (VP)        Archie Ellis     Maree Formica 

      
 Bruce Giovanetti      James McLeod     Tanya Warren 

Delegates:  Grace Kenworthy  
  Stephen McGregor 

Auditor:  Donna Rowley Public 
Officer: Stephen McGregor 
Match Committees: John Stokes (GVPA Chair) 

 John Dixon (MPA Chair) 

Region Selectors: John Stokes (GVPA) 

 Di Hands (GVPA)   

 Geoff Sutcliffe (MPA)  

 Leigh Hansen (MPA) 

GMBR Devils: Naomi Cartwright (Coordinator) 

 David Cartwright (Coach) 

Major Sponsors: GV Hearing Clinic 
  Shepparton Orthopaedics  
  Sporties Barooga  
  Mawson’s Quarries  
  Premier Bowls Wear 

Email: bowlsgoulburnmurray@outlook.com 

Website: https://gm.bowls.com.au/home/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gmbowls 

mailto:bowlsgoulburnmurray@outlook.com
https://gm.bowls.com.au/home/
https://www.facebook.com/gmbowls
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PRESIDENT REPORT 
Here we are again at the end of another 
successful year for our Region; a year which saw 
the Pennant spoils shared between several 
different clubs both big and small in both playing 
areas. Congratulations to all the winning clubs. A 
big well done to those clubs that made the finals. 
Thank you to the clubs that hosted Pennant 
finals, State Events and Region finals. The work 
undertaken by your members to ensure the 
smooth running of these events is most 
appreciated although sometimes taken for 
granted.      
  

A big thank you to our two playing area Match Committees and most 
especially the two chairs, John Stokes and John Dixon, for their diligence and 
hard work behind the scenes to make sure our Pennant, State and Region 
events/competitions were so successful. Well done!  

Congratulations to those players who played in the Rowland-Sutcliffe Trophy 
match, the game against Ovens & Murray Region and then went on to 
represent Goulburn Murray at the Region Championships in Ballarat in 
January. These players were all worthy representatives and conducted 
themselves in an exemplary manner all weekend. They did us proud especially 
the ladies who won all their games to gain promotion to Gold Section for next 
year’s event. The final was so closely contested that an extra end was needed 
to decide the outright winner of Silver Section- unhappily it wasn’t GMBR. 

Thanks also to our Region Side Managers, Tanya warren and James McLeod, 
for making sure the players had everything they needed throughout the 
weekend. Support from other Board members, family and friends was also 
much appreciated by the players. 

Congratulations are extended to those players who went on to represent 
Goulburn Murray at events in Bendigo and Moama. 

Our junior bowlers, the GM Devils, continue to flourish and develop their skills 
under the guidance of David Cartwright; several being members of Pennant 
winning sides. 

I sincerely thank the club delegates for their regular attendance at meetings, 
their input into these meetings and for making sure their clubs are updated 
on any changes made such as the introduction of 21 ends for all Pennant 
matches in the Goulburn Valley playing area. Rest assured the GMBR Board 
appreciates your time and values your input. 

Once again, I must thank the Shepparton News for the way they present our 
sport in print accompanied by photographs and ONE FM 98.5 for the Saturday 
morning bowls programs ably hosted by Brian Nisbet (Goulburn Valley) and Greg 
Barr (Murray). 

To the Board members a big thank you for all your support at meetings, 
playing area events, State Events, Pennant finals as well as Region 
Championships. I have really valued your company along our journey. 

Sponsorship is an important part of running any sporting venture and this is 

Grace Kenworthy 
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so true of bowls. I thank our wonderful sponsors, GV Hearing Clinic,  

Shepparton Orthopaedics, Barooga Sports Club, Shepparton Club, Mawson’s 
Quarries, Numurkah Golf & Bowls Club and Premier Bowls Wear (Quality 
Teams) for their ongoing support and hope their support will continue in the 
future.  

Last but not least, a very big thanks to our Region Secretary, Steve. We have 
shared many car rides to and from meetings, numerous phone conversations, 
and emails and for these and all the behind-the-scenes tasks you perform I 
thank you. Much of a secretary’s work goes unnoticed but I for one am most 
grateful for everything you have done and continue to do to keep this Region 
functioning. 

I want to wish those bowlers travelling during the winter months safe journeys 
and continued good health. Looking forward to seeing you on a green next 
season. 

Grace Kenworthy 

President 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2025 Bowls Victoria State Para Pairs  
Gold Medalists 

Ross Higgins and Greg Toy 
Shepparton Park and Hilltop 
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SECRETARY REPORT 
We commenced our 2024-25 season by holding our 
region Annual General Meeting at the Shepparton 
Park Bowls Club, on Sunday 10th May where were 
finally able to fill our vacant position on the board 
when new board member Tanya Warren was 
welcomed by President Grace Kenworthy.  

Grace Kenworthy showed her dedication to the role 
by attending all board, Delegates, Bowls Vic Meetings 
as well as attending State Events and Pennant Finals, 
as well as the Region Sides in Ballarat, getting to know 
the many members and delegates around our large 
Region. 

BOARD MEETINGS 

There were 7 Board meetings held over the past season with the majority held in the 
meeting room at the Shepparton Park Bowls Club and latest via Zoom; June, July, 
October, December, February, March and finally in April. On behalf of the board, I 
would like to express our thanks to those clubs allowing us the use of their facilities. 

DELEGATES MEETINGS 

We conducted 6 playing area delegates meetings, 3 Goulburn Valley held at the 
Mooroopna Bowls Club and 3 Murray at the Barooga Sports Bowls Clubs during 
September, December, and March; we offer our appreciation of these clubs allowing 
us the use of their clubhouses, and express our thanks for the spirited discussions 
from club delegates who attended meetings. 

PENNANT PERMITS 

Whilst the issue of Pennant Permits proved to be contentious amongst a number of 
clubs, it remains an approved method of attracting players to your club, and will 
remain so until Bowls Vic make any changes under the conditions of play. A number 
of clubs within the region did in fact utilise this rule. 

Midweek – 6 Players were granted Midweek Pennant Permits 

Weekend – 25 Players were granted Weekend Pennant Permits 

COUNTRY MANGER PROGRAM 

We welcomed the attendance and expertise at our board meetings of Josh Thornton, 
who as the Country Manager Northern Victoria has been a font of knowledge at 
different times. 

BOWLSLINK STATE GAME ENTRY & PAYMENT 

We continued to utilise Bowlslink for entry and payment of fees into our State Games 
this season, and as bowlers became more comfortable with this process it appears 
that it is being accepted for what it is. 

ELECTRONIC BOWLERS’ HANDBOOK 

Following a number of requests, we are investigating the possible return of the 
electronic version of the popular Bowlers’ Handbook as an electronic version on the 
website for the upcoming 2025-26 season, which could be downloaded to smart 
phones, laptops, and iPads etc. or printing of relevant details for notice boards. 

Stephen McGregor 
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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

The Region’s Monthly Newsletters, which enables us to distribute information 
directly to those members with email addresses registered on BowlsLink, continues 
to be well accepted and we hope to not only continue with this service but, with 
contributions from you, improve it where possible. 

FACEBOOK PAGES 

I must thank and congratulate Naomi Cartwright (GMBR and Goulburn Valley) and Katrina 
Glover (Murray) for their invaluable work in managing those respective Facebook 
sites, another important avenue in providing rapid information to our members. 

GMBR WEBSITE 

A big thank you to Maree Luci who whilst helping add information to the GMBR 
website, also keeps the Murray website up to date. 

REGION MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS 

According to BowlsLink as at the 30th April 2025 our GMBR club membership stood 
at 2062 an increase of 9 on last season. Our numbers stand at 1314 in the Goulburn 
Valley (down 50) and 748 (up 59) in the Murray, with numbers for individual clubs as 
listed. 

Goulburn Valley Murray 
23/24 24/25  23/24 24/25  
39 51 Alexandra 68 85 Barooga Sports 
41 38 Avenel 43 49 Berrigan 
27 
40 

26 
37 

Colbinabbin  
Dookie 

  69 
139 

76 
164 

Club Tocumwal 
Cobram 

98 94 East Shepparton     51 51 Finley 
  41 45 Eildon 16 25 Jerilderie 
69 74 Euroa 31 36 Katandra West 
96 61 Hilltop 43 39 Nathalia 

109   90 Kyabram 76 70 Numurkah 
  28   30 Merrigum 51 55 Numurkah Golf 
68 66 Mooroopna 25 27 Picola 
38 31 Mooroopna Golf 30 31 Strathmerton 
59 62 Murchison 47 40 Wunghnu 
39 45 Nagambie    
41 40 Rushworth  
61 53 Seymour 
49 51 Seymour VRI 
76 77 Shepparton Golf 

 144 147 Shepparton Park 
  56   54 Tallygaroopna 
80 76 Tatura 
23 26 Violet Town 
45 40 Yea 

PLAYING AREA MATCH COMMITTEEs 

A huge thank you to John Stokes, and John Dixon who chaired their respective 
playing area Match Committees and their members who have again done a 
phenomenal job in getting this season completed, this is not an enviable task, and 
those that think it is should obtain an expression of interest form. 
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GMBR REGION SELECTORS 

Thank again must go out to our valued Region Selectors John Stokes, Geoff Sutcliffe, 
Di Hands and Leigh Hansen, again for their invaluable input in arranging and 
attending selection trials (Rowlands Sutcliffe Trophy) and the now Annual Goulburn Murray 
Bowls Region verse Ovens and Murray Bowls Region Challenge game. 

As well as attending the afore mentioned days they also attended the BV Region 
Sides Championship in Ballarat where the Men after being runner-up for the past 2 
seasons were not as successful but fortunate enough to remain in the Gold Section, 
whilst our ladies were, despite running 2nd overall and collecting silver medals, 
promoted out of the Silver and into the Gold Section next season. 

GMBR DEVILS 
Thanks to Naomi and David Cartwright as well as Tanya Warren and their small but 
dedicated team of helpers for their hours of arranging the activities for the devils 
through a small financial contribution by the Region Board as well as arranging a 
terrific sponsorship deal with the Shepparton Club, Numurkah Golf & Bowls and 
other Region Bowls Clubs to promote junior bowls in the Goulburn Murray Bowls 
Region, you can see how successful they are when reading their report. 

If you can get along on Monday evenings when they conduct training at various clubs 
throughout the region you will see that the junior bowls program is a huge success. 

This season they will be conducting their own Under 18 Tournament at Shepparton 
Park on Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th May, hopefully we can see good support from 
players and spectators alike. 

GV DIVISION 1 GRAND FINAL LIVE STREAMING 

Thank you to Brian Nisbett, for once again supporting us in the live streaming of our 
Weekend GV Division 1 Grand Final. 

RADIO ONE FM 98.5 and SHEPPARTON NEWS 
We continue to be very fortunate in having the support of our local radio station 98.5 
One FM providing us with air time on a Saturday morning for two half hour slots with 
Brian Nisbet and Greg Barr keeping us up to date with results and very informative 
interviews with many bowls personalities from around our playing areas. 

Whilst the major newspapers seem to provide little coverage of bowls, we in the 
Goulburn Valley must consider ourselves fortunate to have the great support of the 
Shepparton News, not only in print but also via their podcast “After the Jack” with 
Tyler Maher, Ash Williamson and of course Brian Nisbet. 

PLAYING AREA SUB-COMMITTEES 

A reminder to all that we need to see greater input into the various playing area 
committees required to ensure that bowls within the Region’s Goulburn Valley and 
Murray Playing Areas continues to be available to our members. Nominating for 
positions on the Goulburn Murray Region Board, or the various sub-committees 
needed to efficiently run bowls within the region is a must. 

CLUB ADMINISTRATORS 

Once again, I must offer sincere thanks to those Club Office Bearers, especially those 
hard-working secretaries who continue to feed me information during the season, I 
would like to offer a very big THANK YOU, for it is with your assistance that I am able 
to complete my tasks as Region Secretary. 
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GMBR BOARD 
To those members who willingly have given of their time in forming the Goulburn 
Murray Board, Grace Kenworthy (President), Jenny Sutcliffe (Treasurer), Bruce 
Giovanetti, Archie Ellis, Maree Formica, Joe Luci, James McLeod and Tanya Warren, 
a big thanks for your assistance during the season. Finally, I would like to offer my 
own personal thanks to Grace for her tireless work on behalf of the Goulburn Murray 
Bowls Region and our members over the past 12 months as President. And I look 
forward to continuing to work with her over the coming season. 

Stephen McGregor 
Secretary/Admin  

TREASURERS REPORT 
It is with great pleasure that I present my Fourth 
Financial Report to the Regions members. 

In continuing our theme of supporting local 
business where possible we have moved our 
account from the Commonwealth Bank to the 
Goulburn Murray Credit Union this season. 

We continue to have great sponsorships from GV 
Hearing Clinic, Shepparton Orthopaedics, Sporties 
Barooga, PWB Quality Teams, and Mawson’s which 
have helped with the running costs of the Region.   

Following a review of the operations of the GMBR 
Devils it was decided that for auditing purposes their finances, income and 
expenditure would now go through our general account. 

At the time of writing this report our Income was up slightly, just over $1033, 
mainly the GDP grant money, whilst expenditure was up $4,120 and we have an 
audited balance of $26,390.57 in the account, slightly down on last season’s 
balance of $30,511.28. 

New expenditures this season have seen us pay the GV clubs $100 Green Fees 
for State Events, thus ceasing the practice of entrants paying green fees on top 
of entry fees as well as GV Umpires $50 receiving for their contributions in giving 
up their day to officiate at various events whilst we also purchasing Hoodies for 
our representative players at the Region Sides, and polo’s for the GV 
Representative sides, whilst we increased State Event prizemoney by adding 
runner-up prizes. 

All events have finished for this season and there is just one outstanding account 
from BV still to be paid, being for Under 18 Championship entry fees. 

Whilst recognizing that our final balance is down slightly on previous years, it still 
remains a healthy balance in respect of our future requirements so I don’t see 
any reason to increase any of our fees, player levy or pennant side entry, for the 
coming season, which means fees etc. will remain the same as they have since 
we formed the GMBR 4 years ago.  

I would like to thank President Grace and the Board for their assistance during 
the year as well as club treasurers for the prompt payment of accounts received.  

Once again, thanks to Auditor Donna Rowley for her assistance in auditing the 
books and finally I am looking forward to working with you all again next season. 

Jenny Sutcliffe 
 

Treasurer/Finance Officer 

Jenny Sutcliffe 
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TRADING REPORT 
For the Year Ended: 30 April 2025 

 

 2024/2025 Trading 2023/2024  

$ 58,542.86 Receipts $ 57,508.92 
 

$ 62,663.57 Expenditure $  59,149.03  

($  4,120.71) Current Year Profit/Loss ($     1,640.11)  

$ 30,511.28 Balance Carried Forward $ 32,151.39 
 

Nil 
$ 26,390.57 

Capital In 
Total Profit/Loss 

Nil 
$  30,511.28 

 

 
30/04/2025 

 
Cash Assets as at 

 
30/04/2024 

 

$ 26,390.57 Cash at Bank $ 30,511.28 
 

 $ 26,390.57 Total Balance $ 30,511.28  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The above statement presents a true and fair view of the financial position, performance, and cash 
flows of the Goulburn Murray Bowls Region for the year ending 30 April 2025 

 
Donna Rowley Jenny Sutcliffe 

CPA #9165478 Honorary Treasurer 
28/04/2025 
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DETAILED INCOME 
For the Year Ended: 30 April 2025 

 
INCOME 2024/2025 2023/2024 

Accommodation $         960.00  

Bank Interest $         409.45  

Catering $ 612.00 $        630.00 

Club Player Subscription $ 21,444.00 $ 22,122.00 

GM Devils - Other $          26.04  

GM Devils -Raffles $     1,154.49  

GM Devils – Sponsorship $     1,500.00  

Grant – DPR $     1,000.00  

Pennant Side Fees $ 7,648.00 $ 7,616.00 

Player Subsidy $ 3,200.00 $      6,000.00 

Presentations $ 1,665.00 $      3,720.00 

Player Uniforms $ 748.00 $ 580.00 

Prizemoney $  $        470.00 

Sponsorship $ 8,600.00 $  7,100.00 

State Event Entry Fees $ 9,575.88 $   9,270.92 

Total Income $  58,542.86 $ 57,508.92 
 
 
 

 
 
The above statement presents a true and fair view of the financial position, performance, and cash 
flows of the Goulburn Murray Bowls Region for the year ending 30 April 2024 

 
Donna Rowley Jenny Sutcliffe 

CPA #9165478 Honorary Treasurer 
28/04/2025 
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DETAILED EXPENDITURE 
For the Year Ended: 30 April 2025 

 
 

EXPENDITURE 2025/2024 2023/2024 

 
Accommodation 

 
$    7,329.00 

 
$ 8,003.00 

Bank Charges $  $ 5.00 
Catering $    4,666.00 $   10,955.00 
CAV Incorporation $       473.60 $ 63.60 
Club Support $   1,000.00 $ 1,110.00 
Donation $    $ 1,500.00 
General Expenses $    2,830.23 $ 443.80 
GM Devils – Entry Fees $          220.00  
GM Player Prizemoney $   11,050.00 $ 6,220.00 
Green Fees $ 5,400.00 $ 3,000.00 
Hire $  $     1,584.00 
Honorariums $ 12,250.00 $  12,250.00 
Insurance $ 891.00 $ 858.00 
Player Allowance (Region Sides) $ 1,650.00 $     3,150.00 
Player Uniforms $ 3,745.00 $ 1,132.00 
Printing / Stationary $     155.85 $   1,456.53 
Promotional Products $         342.58 $     0.00 
Purchases – EFTPOS iPad $         482.13 $     0.00 
Trophies $  6,127.58 $ 6,118.10 
Umpire Payments $  4,050.00 $     1,300.00 

 
 

 
Total Expense $ 62,663.57 $ 59,149.03 

Profit/Loss ($ 4,120.71) ($   1,640.11) 
 
 
 

 
 
The above statement presents a true and fair view of the financial position, performance, and cash 
flows of the Goulburn Murray Bowls Region for the year ending 30 April 2025 

 
Donna Rowley Jenny Sutcliffe 

CPA #9165478 Honorary Treasurer 
28/04/2025 
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WELFARE OFFICER 
It has been a very busy Season for sending out Sympathy and Get-Well Cards 
during this 2024-2025 Bowls Season, from May 2024 to April 2025 so far. 

In Total up to now, I have sent out a Total of 46 Cards, 33 in the GV, and 13 in 
the Murray. This number also includes a 100-Year-Old Card to Leo Chambers. 

This number also includes March 2025, and April 2025, till now. 

In March 2025, Get Well Cards were sent out to Rob Gardam, Jim Oliver, 
Murray Phillips, and Sue Tyson, all from Shepparton Park in the GV. Sympathy 
Card to Ray Nye Family on his passing away.  Ray was from the Murray. 

In April 2025, Sympathy Cards were sent out to Margaret Giovannini Family 
on her Passing away. Margaret was from the GV. Sympathy Card sent out to 
Frank O’Meara Family on his Passing away. Frank was from the GV.  

Thank you to those who have asked me to send out Cards, and I encourage 
you all, if you need a Card sent out, whether it’s a Sympathy, or Get-Well card, 
just let me know who to send the Card to, including the Name of the Person I 
have to send the Card to, and an Address please.  

My Email address is james@tonymacgroup.com  

I wish Everyone a Safe and Well-off Season, and look forward to seeing you 
for the 2025-2026 GMBR Bowls Season. 

Yours in Bowls, and Kind Regards, 

James McLeod 
Welfare Officer 

In loving memory of all those bowlers and their 
family’s we have lost over the 2024-25 season 

mailto:james@tonymacgroup.com
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GOULBURN VALLEY  
MATCH COMMITTEE REPORT 
Thanks to all the GV Match Committee members, Di 
Hands, Darren Kelly, Ken Maude, Elaine Garlick and 
Board Member James McLeod for their efforts over 
the year, and to all the clubs who made their facilities 
available during the year, and to those who umpired 
the many events played over the season.  
  
GV Pennant 
Congratulations to all the winning teams.  Shepparton Golf and 
Tallygaroopna who went onto win the GM Region playoffs for Weekend and 
Midweek pennant and went on to Moama in April to represent the GM 
Region at the State Pennant Finals.    For the first time in a few years, we also 
played Region Pennant Playoffs for Div 2 winners – Seymour VRI and 
Shepparton Park were successful against their Murray opponents for 
Weekend and Midweek pennant. 
Weekend   Midweek   
Div 1 Shepparton Golf  Div 1 Tallygaroopna 
Div 2 Seymour VRI Div 2 Shepparton Park 
Div 3 Shepparton Park Div 3 Nagambie 
Div 4 Alexandra Div 4 Euroa 
Div 5 Kyabram Div 5 Kyabram 
Div 6 Nagambie Div 6 Mooroopna Golf 
Div 7 Rushworth     

GOULBURN VALLEY STATE EVENT CHAMPIONSHIPS WINNERS 
* Region Winners in Bold 

Mixed Pairs Brian Hogg and Kerri Leask                                       
 Tallygaroopna and Shepp Park 

Men’s Fours Chris Cooney, Mick Hanna, Guy Madigan, David Daws 
Tallygaroopna 

Ladies Fours Kate Bush, Jen McClure, Carla Miles, Di Hands  
 Shepparton Golf/Shepparton Park 

Men’s Triples Brent Reiner, Kris Ferguson, Wayne Dagger  
 Shepparton Golf 

Ladies Triples Kate Bush, Cathy Dudley, Di Hands 
 Shepp Park 

Men’s Over  Graeme Myers, Kelvin Rogash 
60 Pairs            Shepparton Park 

Ladies Over  Marg Thorne, Sue Tyson 
60 Pairs           Shepparton Park 

Men’s Over  Ross Higgins  
60 Singles         Shepparton Park 

Ladies Over  Kate Bush 
60 Singles         Shepparton Park 
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Mixed Over  Di Hands and Paul Nichols 
60 Pairs           Shepparton Park 

State Singles  Geoff Franze 
Men         Tallygaroopna 

State Singles  Kate Bush 
Ladies      Shepparton Park 

State Pairs  Charlie Boswood, Brent Reiner 
Men  Kyabram, Shepparton Golf                 

State Pairs Sue Tyson, Kerri Leask 
Ladies      Shepparton Park                            

C of C Singles        Ken Sutcliffe 
Men         Euroa                                      

C of C Singles       Kate Bush 
Ladies      Shepparton Park                                            

C of C Pairs           Shane Edwards, Rob Page 
Men Nagambie                                             

C of C Pairs           Jeanette Overall, Di Downie 
Ladies      Hilltop    
  
Some thoughts for consideration next season – 

• Reinstate spare days? 

• Home finals? (Semi and Preliminary Finals only) 

• Night finals? (boost spectator numbers) 

• Move Region Weekend Pennant final to a Saturday? (if time permits) 

• 10am starts for championship events (green preparation)? 

• Allow Match Committee to seek extra entries to even out draws? 

• Allow a team other than the premier to be promoted?  Need to 
 update the whole Promotion/Relegation clause. 

• If a venue is swapped but is then cancelled, the swap reverts  
 back.  (add to Inclement weather). 

  
 
John Stokes Di Hands 

Chairman Deputy Chair 
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GOULBURN VALLEY  
DUCC REPORT 
The 2024/2025 season was another very busy one for 
all concerned. The appointment of Umpires for all the 
associated events of the Playing area kept us busy. I 
once again would like to thank all those Umpires who 
made themselves available for these events and the finals series. There may 
be differing views on the need for Umpires, but from my experience Umpires 
play an important role in the conduct of matches. 

The overall season was a relatively peaceful one from my standpoint and this 
was down to an improved standard of player behaviour. I thank Clubs and 
players for their cooperation in this area. There will always be “niggles” in 
games, but it comes down to how each one of us reacts in those situations. 
Hopefully we can maintain the standard in coming seasons. 

I would encourage current Umpires to check the expiry date of their 
accreditation, if you need to re accredit, please do so via the Bowls Victoria 
website. 

From time to time I do hear of mistakes or what might be considered 
overreach by Umpires. This can be disappointing to hear and of course it 
would be better these things did not occur. As Umpires we do have a 
responsibility to maintain our measuring skills, as well as accurate use of the 
Law Book. 

This season saw the introduction of a payment system for Umpires for 
officiating at State events and Finals. On behalf of all Umpires, I would like 
to thank the GVMBR Board for introducing this initiative, this recognition of 
our commitment to the game is very much appreciated. 

The Conditions of play for pennant which Bowls Victoria release at the start 
of each season, along with the local playing area rules, is a very important 
document. I have on a few occasions found that some players are completely 
ignorant of its existence. This can very easily lead to misunderstandings in 
the conduct of the game. This is something we will have to work on for next 
season to ensure pennant games and state events run smoothly. 

I wish to thank the Match Committee headed by John Stokes and Region 
secretary Steve McGregor for their support and assistance throughout the 
season. This teamwork is vital for the smooth operation of the bowling 
season. 

      Doug Maconachie 
DUC Chairman 
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MURRAY MATCH COMMITTEE  
REPORT 
 

Members of the Murray Playing Area generally have 
experienced a year of kind weather conditions, though 
some weeks of extreme heat, Clubs were very pro-
active in arranging early start times for many Weekend 
pennant matches and no interruptions were 
encountered due to wet weather, a clean slate with all 14 rounds completed. 
Unfortunately, this wasn’t the case for our Midweek competition having one 
week being declared a complete washout (Spare day was utilised to offset this 
disruption) and another round a partial washout. 

I take this opportunity to thank Strathmerton for making available and 
producing top of the class greens for all our Midweek finals. For those in 
attendance some great bowling was witnessed & congratulations must go to 
Numurkah Golf (1) in Division 1 & Numurkah (2) in Division 2 for their ultimate 
success in being premiers for season 2024/25. 

Unfortunately, both our midweek finalists were no match for their GV 
opponents in the region play-offs. 

Again, I thank those Clubs who accepted & hosted the many finals required for 
Weekend pennant & produced free running surfaces for all competitors. Once 
again Grand Final day was allocated to the Berrigan BC who turned out their 
facility in tip top shape & the day was a magnificent spectacle having all 5 
Division finals at the one venue. Congratulations to all our winning Clubs.  

WEEKEND     MIDWEEK 

Division 1 - Wunghnu (1)   Division 1 – Numurkah Golf 

Division 2 – Cobram (2)   Division 2 - Numurkah 

Division 3 – Cobram (3) 

Division 4 – Barooga (3) 

Division 5 – Strathmerton (2) 

Both Wunghnu (1) & Cobram (2) acquitted themselves admirably in region finals 
& certainly gave our Goulburn Valley counterparts strong opposition in which 
both were only decided by single digit results, unfortunately both just falling 
short. 

The 2024/25 State Events were well received with a record number of entries 
being received, we also introduced a new event for Over 60s - Mixed Pairs this 
season and a good number of entries were received. Thanks must go out to 
Jenny Sutcliffe for her due diligence in providing all prizemoney for 
presentation to winners & runner up on completion of each event. 

Congratulations must go to all winners in each discipline who then went on to 
region finals held at Shepparton Park BC. Once again, all Murray 
representatives performed admirably with 3 of 8 disciplines advancing to State 
Champions Week at Bendigo East. To all Goulburn Valley & Murray competitors 
we wish you success at Bendigo East, good luck. 
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It would be remiss of myself on behalf of the Match Committee to thank all 
those Clubs & volunteers who gave up their valuable time & effort to ensure 
the smooth running of ALL our State Events & Pennant competitions. It’s 
impossible to name everybody but a few worth mentioning are the 
Greenkeepers, Umpires, Kitchen & Bar staff who give up much of their precious 
time. 

I would also extend my thanks to my fellow Match Committee Members, Ruth 
Burnett, Jack Dell, Katrina Glover, Joe Luci, Gary Mott & Neil Macklin for the 
support given throughout the year. Thank you to Katrina Glover for her 
expertise in creating our “Facebook “page & of course special thanks to both 
Jack Dell & Maree Luci for the excellent work ensuring “Bowlslink” is correct & 
up and running, plus solving the many enquiries which are received.  

 

MURRAY STATE EVENT CHAMPIONSHIPS WINNERS 
* Region Winners in Bold 

60 &OVER SINGLES Lidija Patching Rod Brown  

60 & OVER PAIRS Loris Houlihan (s) Rod Brown (s)  

  Nan Smith  Steven Guile  

60 & OVER MIXED Elizabeth Jennings Andy Jennings (s)  

STATE SINGLES Katrina Glover* Peter Revell 

STATE PAIRS  Lidija Patching*(s) Barry Cosgrove*(s) 

 Maree Luci* John McKenzie*  

STATE TRIPLES  Lidija Patching (s) Mark Jones (s) 

 Robyn Hodgkin Joe Luci 

 Maree Luci Mark Hegarty 

STATE FOURS  Christine Dunne (s) Dane Gade* (s)  

  Rebecca Dungan Paul Glanvill* 

 Kerry Baldacchino Rick Bradbury* 

 Marj McDonald Jason Milich*  

STATE MIXED PAIRS Katrina Glover*  Robert Glover* 

C of C SINGLES  Jenny O’Connor Mark Jones 

C of C PAIRS  Jenny O’Connor (s) Rod Brown (s) 

  Ann Milkins John Baker 

 

 

John Dixon 

Chairman 
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MURRAY DUCC REPORT 
Season 2024/25 has seen some welcome 
changes to Rules and Conditions of Play that 
were adopted. 

Umpires within our playing area have been 
dedicatedly busy with our newest initiatives of 
“non playing umpires in all finals events” 
Previously, it has been difficult to achieve such 
status due to the lack of available personnel. 

This year, despite the number of umpires playing in finals, we have been able 
to achieve our goal. I take this opportunity to thank all those dedicated and 
loyal umpires and measurers for their assistance.  

I have been engaged in some rewording of some of our COP rules to bring 
some clarity and structure of such. I look forward to some further discussion 
on these matters in due course. 

As in all Regions of Victoria we are always on the drive to seek new personnel 
to become affiliated as umpires, markers, and measurers. This is an ongoing 
quest that never ends. Jack Dell, George Quinnane, and myself attended, 
and were successful in, the training of Presenters and Assessors workshop 
at the Bendigo Bowls Club this season. We are in the final stages for the 
planning of holding our first workshop and Assessment Sessions to be held 
in May at the Cobram Bowling Club. 
 

Geoff “Westie” Westmore 
DUC Chairman 
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GMBR STATE/REGION EVENT CHAMPIONS 
Winners from the GMBR State Event finals held at the Shepparton Park 
Bowls Club on Saturday 15th and Sunday’s 16th March who then went on to 
represent the Goulburn Murray Bowls Region at the Bowls Victoria 
Champions Week on 3rd to 11th April at the Bendigo East Bowls Club 

(NOTE: * indicates no play for CofC Pairs, 60 & Over and Novice events at BV Champions Week) 

 

Men’s C of C Singles Ken Sutcliffe - Euroa                                      

Ladie’s C of C Singles  Kate Bush - Shepparton Park                                  

*Men’s C of C Pairs Shane Edwards, Rob Page - Nagambie  

*Ladies C of C Pairs Jeanette Overall and Di Downie - Hilltop    

Men’s State Singles  Geoff Franze - Tallygaroopna 

Ladies State Singles  Kate Bush - Shepparton Park 

Men’s State Pairs  John McKenzie and Barry Cosgrove - Wunghnu                 

Ladies State Pairs  Maree Luci and Lidija Patching – Numurkah Golf                  

Men’s State Triples Brent Reiner, Kris Ferguson, Wayne Dagger -  
  Shepparton Golf 

Ladies State Triples Kate Bush, Cathy Dudley, Di Hands - Shepparton Park 
Men’s State Fours  John Milich, Rick Bradbury, Paul Glanville, Dane Gade 

- Berrigan / Numurkah Golf 

Ladies State Fours Kate Bush, Jenny McClure, Carla Miles, Di Hands -   
  Shepparton Golf / Park 

State Mixed Pairs  Katrina and Robert Glover - Numurkah Golf 

*Men’s Over 60 Pairs Graeme Myers, Kelvin Rogash - Shepparton Park 

*Ladies Over 60 Pairs Margaret Smythe and Sue Tyson - Shepparton Park 

*Men’s Over 60 Singles  Ross Higgins - Shepparton Park 

*Ladies Over 60 Singles  Kate Bush - Shepparton Park 

*Mixed Over 60 Pairs  Di Hands and Paul Nichols - Shepparton Park 

*Men’s Novice Singles  Jarrad Greenfield - Shepparton Park 

*Ladies Novice Singles Helen Hutchins - Rushworth 
 

 
 

2025 Bowls Victoria  

Women’s State Triples  
 

Silver Medalists 
 

Kate Bush, Cath Dudley and Di Hands 
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GMBR CHAMPION of STATE PENNANT 
With the decision to add the playing Area Division two premiers to our Pennant 
Play-offs the GMBR Midweek Champion of State Pennant was played at the 
Tallygaroopna Bowls Club on Tuesday 11th March over 21 ends with 
Tallygaroopna 82 defeating Numurkah Golf 42. Whilst in the Division 2 
Champion of Pennant it was Shepparton Park 73 defeating Numurkah 34.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tallygaroopna went on to represent the GMBR at the 2025 Bowls Vic Champion 
of State Pennant (Midweek) at Moama over Monday 28th and Tuesday 29th May 
2025, where they proved successful in winning the title of State Midweek 
Pennant Champions against Kyneton by a very narrow 2 shots 48 to 46. 
2025 BV Midweek Champion of State Pennant Results 

 
Tallygaroopna 48 def Kyneton 46 

Continuing the theme of adding Division 2 Premiers the GMBR Weekend 
Champion of Pennant was played at the Shepparton Golf Bowls Club on 
Wednesday 12th March as a twilight game commencing at 6.00pm over 21 ends 
with Division 1 Shepparton Golf 68 defeating Wunghnu 59. Whilst in the Division 
2 Champion of Pennant it was Seymour VRI 53 defeating Cobram (2) 50. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unfortunately, Shepparton Park were unsuccessful representing the GMBR at 
the 2025 Bowls Vic Champion of State Pennant (Weekend) at Moama over 
Saturday 26th/Sunday 27th April. 2025 BV Weekend Champion of State Pennant Results

https://results.bowlslink.com.au/competition/756818e0-ee07-4752-839c-4e81cd45ecee#matches/1
https://results.bowlslink.com.au/competition/87574642-bd1a-48c9-9b74-64749b99fc0d#matches/1
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ROWLAND – SUTCLIFFE TROPHY 

 
The “Rowland-Sutcliffe” Trophy is named in recognition of two of our region 
stalwarts who have served and bowled over many years within our Region. 

This Annual Challenge between the Goulburn Valley and Murray Playing Areas, 
with both Women and Men representative sides of 6 rinks, competing over 3 
games of 12 ends with a time limit of 120 minutes per game also doubles as a 
selection trial for our Region Sides trial game against the Ovens and Murray 
Region. 

This year’s challenge was ably hosted by the Shepparton Golf Bowls Club, with 
the Goulburn Valley again proving too strong. 

Link to 2025 Rowland Sutcliffe Trophy Challenge Results 
 

 
 
2025 GMBR v O&MBR Challenge 
Following the “Rowland-Sutcliffe” Trophy played at Shepparton 
Golf BC the selectors named two sides of 16 (Women’s and Men’s) to 
represent the GMBR against the Ovens & Murray in the now 
Annual Challenge (Trial) Match, held at East Shepparton Bowls Club on Sunday 3rd 
December where the final 12 member sides were selected to represent the GMBR 
at the 2025 Bowls Vic Region Sides Championship being held at Ballarat over the 
weekend of 11th – 13th January 2024. 

Link to 2025 GMBR v O&MBR Challenge Trophy 

 
 
2025 GMBR REGION SIDES - Ballarat 

Following the “GMBR v O&MBR” Trophy played at East Shepparton BC the 
selectors named two sides of 12 (Women’s and Men’s) to represent the 
GMBR at the Bowls Vic region Sides Championship at Ballarat on 1oth to 
12th January 2025 at Ballarat. 

Whilst the Men’s side was not as successful as in previous years the did manage to stay up 
in the gold section for next season 

The Ladies sides went through the initial rounds undefeated and met Metro West in the 
final going down by a narrow 2 shot margin.  

This meant a silver medal for our ladies but a greater reward was their promotion to the 
gold section in next seasons Championship. 

 

WINNERS are GRINNERS 
 

Maurie Rowlands, Marylin Cox (GV Ladies 

Manager),  
Geoff Sutcliffe James McLeod (GV Men’s 

Manager),  
and Joe Luci (GMBR Vice President)  

 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://results.bowlslink.com.au/event/67a977a3-3027-49c4-9072-7892dfb2dd4d
https://results.bowlslink.com.au/event/ab229e41-d800-4de0-bf55-43c3b70f4da8
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WOMEN’s SIDE –  MANAGER – Tanya Warren  
SELECTORS – Lyn Nicholson and Leigh Hansen 

Rink 1 Rink 2 Rink 3 
S Di Hands  Carla Miles  Lidija Patching  
T Mary Greco Jenny O’Connor  Kris Wright 
S Leigh Hansen Ruth Burnett Loris Houlihan 
L Kate Bush Bree Warren Katrina Glover 

Emergency: Ann Milkins 

 
GMBR Women’s Results Link; Women's Region Sides Results 

MEN’s SIDE –  MANAGER – James McLeod  

SELECTORS – John Stokes and Geoff Sutcliffe 
Rink 1 Rink 2 Rink 3 
S David Daws Mark Ryan David Cartwright 
T Martin Fong Kris Ferguson Brent Reiner 
S Guy Madigan Nick Boyd Dane Gade 
L Joshua Cartwright Charlie Boswood Scott Adams 

Emergency: Geoff Sutcliffe 
 

 
GMBR Men’s Results Link; Men's Region Sides Results

https://results.bowlslink.com.au/competition/5e2be843-2cd0-4191-a1c3-f33158937dde/4#matches/1
https://results.bowlslink.com.au/competition/b1815952-7722-412e-b6aa-d1ed98306a39/2#matches/1
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Junior bowls in the GM region is holding strong and growing among the local clubs. 
Another year of asking where do we start to recap this fantastic season, Local, 
Region, State Champs, National Champs and just reminiscing of the great year with 
awesome people. 

We have roughly 20 Devils at the moment that come with clubs involved. Avenel, 
Merrigum, Kyabram, Mooroopna, Numurkah Town, Wunghnu, Cobram, 
Stanhope, Tongala - we also have children joining our training from Benalla, 
Moama, and Deni RSL. We train on a very regular basis, not missing many Monday 
nights at Shepparton Park.  We truly appreciate the use of their facilities.  

Our involvement in all things bowls continued this year. The Tri Series saw Charlie 
Boswood and formal Kyabram Bowler now Moama Mackenzie Parsons represent 
Victoria.  The Boys team showed dominance winning the event again. Then moving 
onto the Nationals for Charlie going back-to-back wins in the boys Pairs with Koby 
Cromie and also being named Victorian Male Player of the series. Charlie also 
made the finals in the Boys fours – Overall the Victorian Team were runners up 
taking silver. 

School bowls was thrown in there somewhere for 2024 this time held in Geelong 
– Charlie Boswood, Henry Boswood, Josh Cartwright and Jacob Cartwright 
ventured to Geelong for the School Sports Australia Championships. More States 
joined the series this year. Victoria was again too strong in the National Event and 
Charlie and Josh were lucky enough to be named in the All Australian Squad and 
Henry received a Sportsmanship award.  2025 we see Charlie and Jacob head to 
Pine Rivers in July with Henry emergency.  These school events are all self-funded 
which is a great effort. 

The 2025 school bowling events have continued with Jacob C, Liam McInnes and 
new bower James McKeown winning through to the Secondary School State Final 
in May again for the 2nd year running.  

Jacob was also acknowledged through School Sport Victoria for his contribution to 
bowls and winning several school events in 2024.  He attended an awards 
ceremony at the MCG to receive his award the first given to a bowler.  

Josh Cartwright was again involved in the Junior BPL – representing Moama and 
Charlie this year playing for the Geelong Jets. Being opened for a larger number of 
juniors was great for the kids. 

GOULBURN MURRAY “DEVILS” 
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The devils have continued great form in all the events they have played. The Doug 
Kneebone was a great event for the Devils – Charlie, Henry, Jacob and Bayden 
Parkinson combined well to take the win for the day. And Charlie also taking home 
the MVP of the day.  

In terms of Teams events the most prestigious Junior Victorian Team event is the 
Flapper Shield – this is the equivalent of the Junior Regionals – after a tense day of 
sectional and knockouts in Ballarat the Devils senior team came home with a 
semifinal berth after their win last year. The team was slightly different from last 
year. 

The kids have featured in their own club events, winning everything from region 
events – 100 ups and other minor events – we are proud of all the success and 
growth they have shown. 

We had representatives at Junior Nugget, Novice Singles and every tournament 
going round as well as region sides events and also many featuring in club pennant 
finals as well as Region Pennant Finals. The juniors are learning and experiencing 
it all.  

With all the tournaments the devils have been playing in – they have continued to 
improve greatly.   Our final event for the season was the Under 18 State Week just 
after Easter – we had 20 kids playing in 50 games events over the week. Thanks to 
all the parents for coordinating this massive week. We had great success and some 
first-time bowlers attempting this tournament.  

Jacob Cartwright finished the week off with a silver medal in the triples and our 
adopted Devil Gracie Retallick claimed the Girls Singles trophy as well as runner up 
in the girls’ pairs.  Although Gracie plays at Moama she is regularly seen at our 
training nights and events. Congrats Gracie. Gracie teamed up with Mackenzie 
Parsons to finished runner up in the pairs by the smallest margins in an extra end. 
We also had a large contingent of new bowlers to this event and the Under 13 age 
group also did well competing in a single event. 

Our thanks go out to our Major Sponsor – Shepparton Club for their continued 
support. Our new sponsors Dunkirk Food Store and GMCU. To our other financial 
supporters for our raffle as well as Numurkah Golf for their funding.  It’s all greatly 
appreciated. And thanks sincerely to the GMBR for their continued financial 
support of the program that we are running. 

In finishing up – this season we had Devils that have aged out over the year Josh, 
Hayley, James.  We also wish Charlie all the best with his nomination for Bowls 
Victoria Awards Night – Under 18 Bowler of the year. 

We look forward to holding our tournament at the end of May for the juniors all 
over Victoria as well. Thanks to our supporters of this – trying something different. 
We have great sponsors on board GMCU, Shepparton Club, Greater City of 
Shepparton. 

The Devils will have another celebration of their year’s success and this will be at 
The Shepparton Club – keep an eye out for those details. And finally, thanks to all 
our parents for supporting their kids and coach David for guiding the kids – also 
thanks heaps to Tanya from the GM Board for all her support and guidance during 
the year and we shall continue to train during winter so if there is any kids out 
there you know of Monday night’s 6pm.  

Naomi Cartwright 
Chair/Coordinator 
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This year has been a whirlwind of activity for my junior’s 
portfolio, marking my inaugural year on the Board as a 
Director and as the Regional Junior Development 
Coordinator. The journey has been both fulfilling and 
insightful. 

Throughout the season, I eagerly participated in a variety of events, 
immersing myself in the vibrant atmosphere of training sessions at 
Shepparton Park, as well as tournaments and State trials held in the 
picturesque locations of Sunbury and Barham, not to mention the lively 
Regionals in Ballarat. Our junior community, composed of 
approximately 20 talented young individuals from various clubs—
Avenel, Merrigum, Kyabram, Mooroopna, Numurkah Town, Wunghnu, 
Cobram, and Stanhope—has shown tremendous spirit and 
determination. We are fortunate to have dedicated Juniors from 
Benalla, Moama, and Deni RSL who join our training sessions every 
Monday night at Shepparton Park, honing their skills under the watchful 
eye of Coach David Cartwright. 

One of the highlights of my year was driving to Club Sunbury to witness 
our Juniors competing for selection. It was exhilarating to support the 
Devils in the Diamond Jack Under 18 Singles. The excitement peaked 
when Charlie Boswood triumphed in the Gold Tier, winning in straight 
sets against Koby Cromie, while Mackenzie Parsons showcased her 
talent as the runner-up in Tier 2. Another memorable trip to Sunbury 
led me to The Doug Kneebone event, where our Juniors competed with 
remarkable spirit. I was thrilled to see Charlie, Henry, Jacob, and Bayden 
Parkinson emerge victorious, with Charlie being named MVP of the day. 

Attending Club Barham strengthened our resolve; our teams competed 
energetically, and the Devils claimed the title of overall winners. 
Together with President Grace, I visited Ballarat for the prestigious 
Junior Victorian Team event, the Flapper Shield. The competition was 
intense, and after a series of challenging matches, the senior team 
advanced to the semi-finals, exemplifying their determination and skill. 

Our Juniors have experienced notable success at the club level across 
various events, returning from each tournament with new skills and 
improved confidence. The culmination of our season was the Under 18 
State Week just after Easter. During this bustling week, 20 eager kids 
played in a staggering 50 games across different events. A heartfelt 
gratitude goes to all the parents who coordinated this ambitious 
undertaking; your support made it a tremendous success. It was 
inspiring to see first-time bowlers take on the tournament challenge. 

Once again, I journeyed to Sunbury for the Under 18 State Week, 
attending on both Saturday and Sunday to cheer on our Juniors in the 
Girls and Boys Singles, as well as the Open Under 13 Singles. The results 
were nothing short of fantastic. Jacob Cartwright earned a silver medal 
in triples, while Gracie Retallick was celebrated as the State Girls Singles 
Champion. Gracie not only claimed the Girls Singles trophy but also 
finished as the runner-up in the Girls Pairs alongside Mackenzie 
Parsons—a true display of talent and teamwork. 

GOULBURN MURRAY “DEVILS” continued 
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Throughout the year, we organized engaging fundraisers, and I’d like to 
thank Naomi for securing new sponsorships that added to our growth. 
Behind the scenes, I worked diligently on establishing a new policy 
procedure, ultimately securing a grant from the City of Greater 
Shepparton. Collaborating closely with David and Naomi, we launched 
our inaugural tournament in May at the welcoming Shepparton Park. 

Finally, I commend the Devils for the unwavering support you provide 
each other on and off the green. Your display of etiquette and 
sportsmanship, regardless of the outcome, is commendable. The visible 
improvement in your skills this season, inspired by David's guidance, is 
remarkable. A special thank you goes to the parents and grandparents 
who dedicated their time and energy to support our young athletes. 

A heartfelt appreciation goes to both David and Naomi. The profound 
respect that the Juniors have for David shines through at every training 
session and event. Naomi’s tireless efforts ensure our players are 
entered into competitions and have everything they need. Without 
their dedication, our squad's success would not have been possible. The 
bright future of our region is represented in the talent of our Juniors, 
and I’m grateful to all the clubs supporting them, whether they 
participate in pennant play or not. 

Lastly, I express my sincere gratitude to President Grace and the Board 
for their unwavering support throughout the season. To the Ladies 
Regional Side, it has been a true privilege to serve as your manager. 
Being part of such a wonderful group has been a delightful experience. 
Congratulations to everyone on your remarkable successes throughout 
the season! 

Link to BV Under 18 Championship Results 

Link to 2025 Junior Provincial Shield 
Tanya Warren 

Director 
 

 

Charlie Boswood and Kobe Chromie have been 
nominated for Under 18 Bowler of the Year Award 

https://results.bowlslink.com.au/event/1d0d1861-c6aa-48bc-bfef-41c21640694b
https://results.bowlslink.com.au/event/c150f116-9046-41c7-9652-8a6502aa95c8
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4th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES  
SHEPPARTON PARK B.C. – 5th MAY 2024 

CHAIR: Grace Kenworthy 
MINUTES SILENCE: The President requested all present to rise for a minute’s silence in respect 
of departed members 
BOARD:  For the benefit of any new Delegates present the President introduced the Board 
Members 
Stephen McGregor (Secretary) Jenny Sutcliffe (Treasurer) Joe Luci (VP Director)  
Archie Ellis (Director) Maree Formica (Director) Bruce Giovanetti (Director) James McLeod 
(Director) Vacant (Director)  
PRESENT:  
OBSERVER: Josh Thornton (Country Manager Northern Victoria), Chrissy Mayfield (Alexandra) 
DELEGATES: 27 Goulburn Murray Clubs represented by Delegates 
Ann Argent, Ken Argent ( Alexandra) John Bruce, Ruth Burnett (Barooga Sports) Patsy Baker, John 
Baker (Club Tocumwal) Andrew Rushby, Michael Stephens (Cobram) Kevin McTaggart 
(Colbinabbin) Graeme McKenzie, Dan Oster (Dookie) Kevin Cox, Marilyn Cox (East Shepparton) 
Paul Smitheram, Ray Holt (Eildon) Richard Noble, Marc Stevens (Euroa) Glenn Clark (Hilltop) Greg 
Barr, Kevin Minogue (Katandra West) Rob Sceney (Kyabram) Maureen Shepherd, Colin Capes 
(Merrigum) Elaine Garlick, Tanya Warren (Mooroopna) Ken Maude (Mooroopna Golf) Bruce 
Smith (Murchison) Robert Page, Vicki Reidy (Nagambie) Marilyn Frost, Claire Andrews (Nathalia) 
Joel Howman (Numurkah) Maree Luci (Numurkah Golf) Lyn Nicholson, Deb Thompson 
(Rushworth), Jenny Kreemers, Don Prudden (Seymour) Jane Wilson (Seymour VRI) Jock Hastie 
(Shepparton Golf)Kelvin Rogash (Shepparton Park) Leanne Russell-Jones, Graham Crawford 
(Violet Town)Vivien Cavanagh (Yea) 
APOLOGIES: (as per attendance sheet) 
Ken Newton (Barooga Sports), Gayle Reynoldson (Berrigan), Ray Parks (Cobram), Don Risstrom 
(Colbinabbin), Ron Harker (Dookie), Jan MacFadyen (Kyabram), Alan Donaldson (Mooroopna), 
Geoff Higgins (Murchison), Alan Rogers (Numurkah), Bruce Agnew (Picola), Terry Flynn (Seymour 
VRI), Ian Cashill (Seymour VRI), Tony Rendina (Tallygaroopna), Dean Jones (Tallygaroopna) 

It was moved Ann Argent (Alexandra) and seconded Maree Luci (Numurkah Golf) that the 
apologies as presented be accepted.      Carried 
 
MINUTES: 
Business Arising: 

• As per Delegates instructions the Board sought out an auditor with Donna Rowley 
appointed as Auditor for 2023-24 

• As per Delegates instructions the Board set the Regional Levy at $12 per member 
registered on BowlsLink 

• As per Delegates instruction the Board conducted 3 delegates meetings in each of the 
playing areas during the season at Mooroopna BC and Barooga Sports BC 

• The request to consider holding an Indigenous Pennant Round was put to clubs for 
consideration and then rejected at the Playing Area Delegates Meetings 

• The idea of creating a Premier Division for GMBR Pennant was put to the regions clubs 
with little interest shown and the majority declining the offer 

  
It was moved Ken Argent (Alexandra) and seconded Kelvin Rogash (Shepparton Park) that the 
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on 23rd May 2023 be approved.    Carried 

REPORTS: as read contained in the Annual Report 

PRESIDENT  Grace Kenworthy – (see page 2 Annual Report) 

ADMINISTRATION Stephen McGregor – (see page 3 Annual Report) 

FINANCIAL REPORT Jenny Sutcliffe – (see page 8 Annual Report) & (this Agenda pages 6-8 for detailed report) 
 

  

 
 

 
A0112836Z 
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TRADING REPORT For year ended 30 April 2024 
 
2023/2024  Trading   2022/2023 
$ 57,508.92  Receipts   $ 61,541.36 
$ 59,149.03  Expenditure  $ 57,203.41 
($  1,640.11) Current Year Profit/Loss $    4,337.95 
$ 32,151.39  Balance Carried Forward $ 27,813.44 
Nil   Capital In  Nil 
$ 30,511.28  Total Profit/Loss  $ 32,151.39 
30/04/2024  Cash Assets as at 30/04/2023 
$ 30,511.28  Cash at Bank  $ 32,151.39 
$ 30,511.28  Total Balance  $ 32,151.39 

The above statement presents a true and fair view of the financial position, performance, and 
cash flows of the Goulburn Murray Bowls Region for the year ending 30 April 2024 

Donna Rowley  Jenny Sutcliffe 
CPA #9165478  Honorary Treasurer 
20/04/2024 

It was moved Jenny Sutcliffe (Treasurer) and seconded Andrew Rushby (Cobram) that the 
Treasurers Report as presented be received.     Carried 
 
GMBR DEVILS FINANCIAL REPORT Naomi Cartwright – (see Annual Report page 8 for detailed report) 

DEVILS TRADING REPORT For year ended 30 April 2024 
2022/2023  Trading  2023/2024 
$ 9,916.19  Receipts  $ 5,573.28 
$ 8,666.88  Expenditure $ 5,208.78 
$ 3,329.42   Total Balance $     364.50  

Naomi Cartwright 
Co-Ordinator 

  
MATCH COMMITTEES 
Goulburn Valley Playing Area John Stokes/Lyn Nicholson – (see page 15 Annual Report) 
Murray Playing Area Alan “Jack” Dell – (see page 20 Annual Report) 
GOULBURN VALLEY UMPIRES Doug Maconachie – (see page 19 Annual Report) 
MURRAY UMPIRES Geoff Westmore – (see page 23 Annual Report) 
WELFARE James McLeod – (see page 25 Annual Report) 
GMBR DEVILS Naomi Cartwright – (see page 28 Annual Report) 

It was moved Jane Wilson (Seymour VRI) and seconded Vicki Reidy (Nagambie) that the Annual 
Reports as presented be received.      Carried 
 
Election of Board of Directors: 
The GMBR Board President Grace Kenworthy chaired the election of the Goulburn Murray Region 
Board for season 2024-25 
NOTE: all Nominations were certified as received on the correct form and in the correct time 
frame by the returning office (Stephen McGregor) 
 
Board Nominations and Elections: 
As the number of nominations (6) at the closure of nominations, did not exceed the number of 
vacancies (6), the following were duly elected; 
Director (Goulburn Valley) Stephen McGregor  Moved Grace Kenworthy 2nd Joe Luci  
Director (Murray)  Jenny Sutcliffe     Moved Jan Niven 2nd Maree Luci 
Director (Goulburn Valley) Bruce Giovanetti     Moved Grace Kenworthy 2nd Stephen McGregor 

Director (Murray)  Archie Ellis     Moved Maree Formica 2nd Bruce Giovanetti 
Director (Goulburn Valley) Maree Formica  Moved Jenny Sutcliffe 2nd Joe Luci 
Director (Goulburn Valley) Tanya Warren  Moved Elaine Garlick2nd Josh Warren 
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Board Executive Appointments: 
Office Bearers for the coming season; 

President Grace Kenworthy (Goulburn Valley) 
Deputy President Joe Luci  (Murray) 
Secretary Stephen McGregor (Goulburn Valley) 
Treasurer Jenny Sutcliffe (Murray) 
Board Members;   
Director  Bruce Giovanetti (Goulburn Valley) 
Director  Maree Formica (Goulburn Valley) 
Director  James McLeod (Goulburn Valley) 
Director  Archie Ellis (Murray) 
Director  Tanya Warren (Goulburn Valley) 

 

Board Meeting: 
The Board will meet at the conclusion of the AGM and scheduled their next Meeting 

Appointment of Auditor: 

It was moved Ann Argent (Alexandra) and seconded Robert Page (Nagambie) that Donna Rowley 
(Avenel) be approached to continue as the Goulburn Murray Bowls Region auditor and if in 
agreement she be appointed as such.      Carried 

 

Sub-Committees: 
To be appointed by the Goulburn Murray Board from suitable Expressions of Interest received 
and if required, seek further nominations from the general membership – club delegates were 
requested to seek further expressions of interest from their clubs 

 

Honorariums: 
The Board recommended there be no change from last season last season; 

$ 2,000.00 President 
$ 4,000.00 Secretary 
$ 1,000.00 Treasurer 
$ 3,000.00 Board Members ($500 ea. x 6) 
$ 1,000.00 Match Committee Chairs ($500 ea. x 2) 
$     500.00 Deputy Umpires Committee Chairs ($250 ea. x 2) 
$     500.00 GM Devils Co-Ordinator/Coach 
$     250.00 Coaching Co-Ordinator 
$     250.00 Murray Bowlslink Co-Ordinator 
$12,500.00 TOTAL 

It was moved Elaine Garlick (Mooropna) and seconded Jock Hastie (Shepparton Golf) that the 
GMBR Honorariums as recommended above be approved.   Carried 

 

Regional Members Levy/Subscription: 
To be set by the members at the AGM, the board recommended no change from previous years 
and the levy remain at $12. 

It was moved Ann Argent (Alexandra) and seconded Claire Andrews (Nathalia) that the board 
recommendation of a $12.00 levy per member as registered on Bowlslink be approved. Carried 

 

Bowls Program: 
The Region Bowls Program was discussed at a meeting of the current board and chairpersons of 
the respective Playing Area Match Committees and will be released to the clubs, and placed on 
the Region website ASAP once finalized. 
Region Championship Finals: 

The Region Championship Finals dates have been set by the Board in conjunction with 
representatives of the appropriate Playing Area Sub-Committees – Goulburn Valley is 2024-25 
host Playing Area for all finals. 
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2024-25 Conditions of Play 
The 2024-25 Conditions of Play, once released by Bowls Vic and discussed by GMBR Playing Area 
Match Committee’s will be released to clubs and placed on the Region website once finalized 
(pending approval of GMBR Conditions of Play by BV). 

 

Playing Area Club Delegates Meetings: 
The delegates were informed that the Board would meet with Playing Area Clubs 3 times during 
the season to discuss any matters arising. 

MURRAY Playing Area – at Boorooga Sports BC - 3.00pm 
Wednesday 25th September / Wednesday 4th December and Wednesday 5th March 2025 

GOULBURN VALLEY Playing Area – at Mooroopna BC - 10.00am 
Thursday 26th September / Thursday 5th December and Thursday 6th March 2025 

Any other business of which due notice is given in accordance with the Constitution: 
Nil 

CLOSURE: 
There being no further business the Chair thanked the Delegates for their attendance and 
declared the 4th Annual General Meeting closed at 11.00am 
 
 
MEETING OPENED for any DELEGATES GENERAL BUSINESS 

• Cobram presented $315 for the GNBR Devils raised during a fun evening of bowls 

• Alexandra asked why Finals starting times were not able to be renegotiated to 11.30 as 
games were during home and away 

Response: Finals involved more than just 2 individual clubs coming to an agreement and to make 
the day easier on host clubs ALL finals would start at the same time for afternoon tea 
arrangements etc. Also to ensure continuity of Presentations on Grand Final Days. 

• Composition of Goulburn Valley sides for 2024-25 Pennant Competitions 
Response: Results from the club’s survey indicated that there was to no change to the 
compositions of either Midweek or Weekend Pennant Sides, so would remain as per last season; 
MIDWEEK WEEKEND 
Divisions 1 – 5 (12 Players) Divisions 1 – 4 (16 Players) 
Division 6 (8 Players) Divisions 5 – 6 (12 Players) 
Division 7 (8 Players) 

• Josh Thornton addressed the Delegates regarding his role in the position as BV COUNTRY 
MANAGER – NORTHERN VICTORIA 

Pilot program had been running for 2 years now as he managed the Wimmera and Mallee Regions 
The position involves supporting region boards in developing their areas 
Grown from (2 Regions) Wimmera and Mallee to now (5 Regions) including Bendigo Campaspe 
Goldfields / Goulburn Murray and Oven’s and Murray Regions 

• The secretary advised that delegates should go back to their clubs and have discussions 
regarding the possibility of holding the GMBR Annual General Meeting as a Zoom 
Meeting thereby eliminating the tyranny of distances outer region clubs’ delegates are 
required to travel for such a short meeting. 

CLOSURE: 
There being no further business the Chair thanked the Delegates for their attendance and 
declared the meeting closed at 11.09am 
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DETAILED INCOME REPORT 
For the Year Ended: 30 April 2024 

 
 

 
 

The above statement presents a true and fair view of the financial position, performance, and cash 
flows of the Goulburn Murray Bowls Region for the year ending 30 April 2024 

Donna Rowley Jenny Sutcliffe 
CPA #9165478 Honorary Treasurer     20/04/2024 

DETAILED EXPENDITURE REPORT For the Year Ended: 30 April 2024 
EXPENDITURE  2023/2024  2022/2023 
Accommodation  $ 8,003.00  $   1,978.00 
Advertising   $          0.00  $   1,650.00 
Bank Charges  $          5.00  $          0.00 
Catering   $ 10,955.00  $   4,309.50 
CAV Incorporation  $         63.60  $        61.20 
Club Support  $  1,110.00  $   1,600.00 
Donation   $  1,500.00  $   1,500.00 
General Expenses  $     443.80  $      676.22 
GM Player Prizemoney $   6,220.00  $   6,200.00 
Green Fees   $   3,000.00  $   4,400.00 
Hire   $   1,584.00  $           0.00 
Honorariums  $ 12,250.00  $ 12,000.00 
Insurance   $       858.00  $       825.00 
Player Allowance (Region Sides) $    3,150.00  $            0.00 
Player Uniforms  $    1,132.00  $   4,023.36 
Printing / Stationary  $    1,456.53  $ 11,360.64 
Promotional Goods  $            0.00  $       476.29 
Purchases   $            0.00  $       495.00 
Training   $            0.00  $       300.00 
Trophies   $    6,118.10  $    5,348.20 
Umpire Payments  $    1,300.00  $            0.00 
Total Expense  $ 59,149.03  $ 57,203.41 
Profit/Loss   ($  1,640.11)  $  4,337.95 

 

INCOME 2023/2024 2022/2023 

Catering $ 630.00 $            0.00 

Club Player Subscription $ 22,122.00 $ 23,374.00 

Handbook $ 0.00 $     3,700.00 

Pennant Side Fees $ 7,616.00 $     7,744.00 

Player Subsidy $ 6,000.00 $             0.00 

Presentations $ 3,720.00 $             0.00 

Player Uniforms $ 580.00 $         583.36 

Prizemoney $ 470.00 $              0.00 

Sponsorship $ 7,100.00 $     5,830.00 

State Event Entry Fees $ 9,270.92 $ 20,310.00 

Total Income $  57,508.92 $ 61,541.36 
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The above statement presents a true and fair view of the financial position, performance, and 
cash flows of the Goulburn Murray Bowls Region for the year ending 30 April 2024 
 

Donna Rowley Jenny Sutcliffe 
CPA #9165478 Honorary Treasurer 
20/04/2024 

 
 
 
GMBR DEVILS TRADING REPORT 
For the Year Ended: 30 April 2024 

2022/23  2023/24  
Opening Balance        $  204.73
  
 INCOME 

Cash Deposit      $   311.60   
 Shepparton Club Sponsorship  $3,100.00 $1,000.00   
 Donations (GMBR)   $1,000.00 $1,000.00   
 Wunghnu Bowls Club     $   500.00   
 Hipworth      $   200.00   
 Numurkah Golf    $  600.00 $   500.00   
 Numurkah Town Bowls Club 

& Tournament    $  905.80    
 Mooroopna Bowls Club     $   500.00   
 Rattray Family      $   450.00   
 Interest       $       1.15 

MSC Maintenance Consulting  $1,300.00     
 Tournament Fundraiser   $2,240.05    
 Raffle     $1,874.10    
 Stanhope    $   600.00    
 Colbinabbin    $   100.00    
 Cobram     $   100.00    
 Credit     $        2.04    
 TOTAL     $ 9,916.19 $5,368.55 $5,573.28 
  
EXPENSES     
 State Event Entries   $        70.00    
 BPL Entries 

Devils Reimbursement State Week  $      75.00 $  100.00   
 Catering     $      65.48 $  285.78   
 Memberships    $    250.00    
 Reimbursement/Memberships  $1,676.50    
 BV – Doug Kneebone, Regionals, State Week $2,596.00    
 Accommodation State Week  $2,950.00 $1,832.00   
 Tournament DK    $  150.00    
 Tournament DF    $1,108.90    
 Uniform     $3,586.00    
 Chalk     $  130.00 
    
 TOTAL     $8,666.88 $5,208.78 $5,208.78
   
Current Balance -    $3,329.42   $ 364.50  
 

Naomi Cartwright 
Co-Ordinator 
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